ARTS PRESENTATION GRANT GUIDELINES

Arts Presentation Grants are designed to bring the best of Connecticut’s performing and teaching artists to a wider audience by offering funding support and technical assistance to organizations which present

events featuring members of the Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History & Film’s Directory of Performing Artists and Teaching Artists.

Application Deadlines

Fiscal Year 2005:

May 21, 2004 for programs occurring between October 1, 2003 and June 30, 2004.

August 1, 2004 for programs occurring between October 1, 2003 and June 30, 2004.

October 1, 2004 for programs occurring between January 1, 2003 and June 30, 2004.

Fiscal Year 2006:

May 20, 2005 for programs occurring between October 1, 2003 and June 30, 2004.

August 3, 2005 for programs occurring between October 1, 2004 and June 30, 2005.

October 1, 2005 for programs occurring between December 1, 2004 and June 30, 2005.

Applicants are free to make photocopies. Original signatures on all applications are needed to process your application.

Application Requirements

• Connecticut sponsors and presenters must engage the services of the artists or performing groups from the Commission’s Directory of Performing Artists and Master Teaching Artists.

• Applicants may request up to $1,000 per artist or performing group. All grants must be matched on a one-to-one cash basis.

• Applicants must apply for more than one artist, but will not be awarded more than $3,000 per the Commission’s fiscal year.

• Applicants can apply only once per

 fiscal year (7/1/2004 - 6/30/2005).                 It is important for you to plan your presentation program for the year.

 The only exception is that universities and colleges are allowed to have two separate applications if they apply from different departments (Music, English Department).

• Applicants must have their own federal employer identification number. For schools it usually starts with an 060000000  nine digits (Parent teacher organizations must furnish the Commission with PTO FEI#, if applying under PTO name.  If your organization does not have a FEI# you must apply under the school name where the performance will be held, and the principal of that school must sign all contacts instead of the PTO President). Schools may only receive one grant per year, therefore either the

school or PTO may apply.

• Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.  A signed copy of the artist(s) contract must accompany the application. Both parties must sign the artist contract(s).

• Funding of eligible engagements is not automatic but awarded on a comparative prioritized basis. Grants will be funded to the extent that Commission resources are available. (Approximately 20% - 50%)

Presenter Eligibility Requirements

• Connecticut nonprofit organizations and units of state or local government are eligible to apply. This includes nonprofit arts organizations and schools.  This year you can apply for a grant for educational activities when you have at least two presentations (workshop/performance, residencies, etc)

 • Organizations must be able to show proof of nonprofit status under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and must provide their federal employee identification number.

• Organizations presenting fundraising concerts for the benefit of non-arts related programming are not eligible to apply for an Arts Presentation Grant.

• Organizations funded through the Commission’s General Operating Support or Project Grant Program, are not eligible to apply.

• The organization’s principal residence must be in Connecticut. All funded activities must take place in Connecticut.

• Organizations must comply with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975. These forbid discrimination based on race, color, national origin, gender,

age, or disability. The Commission is committed to providing arts programming to all people of Connecticut. It is mandated by federal and state regulations to fund only those organizations, which meet program, policies, and facilities requirements stipulated in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibit discrimination against people with disabilities. Any recipient of state or federal funds must adhere to the 

regulations, which require compliance evaluations on policies, practices in programs, and activities of recipients of state or federal assistance.

• Organizations must comply with regulations of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Every arts grantee

must be able to provide accommodations when people with disabilities make reasonable requests for services. Accessibility involves both the location

(the facility) and the content (the activity or product) of the program.

Qualifying Activities

• The Arts Presentation Grants Program offers partial reimbursement for presenting Directory artists in classroom residencies not exceeding five days.  Maximum per artist $1000.

• The program also supports activities such as workshops or lecture demonstrations, which take place in conjunction with public performances.

• The program does not support faculty teaching residencies or long-term residencies.

• Charging admission fees to events is allowable, but not required.

Timely Artist Payment

Directory artists must be paid in full at the time of the engagement. Organizations will not receive grant money until 10 days before the performance or residency. Since grants are just a portion of the artist fees, the grantee is responsible for the full amount of

any signed contract.

Funding Criteria

• Encouragement of attendance by new or

under-served audiences.

• Broadening of audience appreciation for a wide variety of art forms (i.e., choosing different artists each year)

• Demonstration of school curriculum tie-in with performance (school applicants only) or in-school performance accompanied by lecture/demonstration or workshop.

• Demonstration of matching funds.

Artist/Presenter Contracts 

Presenters are responsible for contacting artists or performing groups directly. Contracts must include:

• Name, address, email and telephone number of the Directory artist(s) and the contact person responsible for scheduling the artist or the artist’s agent.

• Name, email and address of the presenter, and the name and telephone number of the contact person for the presenter, e.g., principal, PTO president.

• The date of the engagement and number and types of services to be provided by the artist, e.g., performance(s), demonstrations, residency, workshop.

• Total cash fee for the engagement.

• Signatures of presenter and Directory artist or artist’s representative.

